Well, I've been messing around with VirtueMart on my local system. I'm want to try out installing it on
our prototype, but I'm hoping to discuss this with some of you before that. There's still some
configuration progress that can be made locally.
I'm not going to go through all the details of the configuration as I did with other the components. It's
involved, but it's not difficult. If I can figure it out by messing around with the menus, so can other
people. It operates in the standard Joomla way.
I should point out a few things, though.
●

I did download the VirtueMart 1.1.1 Patch. It comes as a tar.gz file. Use VirtueMart's own
update facility to install it, not the Joomla Component installation you've become familiar with.

●

The VirtueMart menu shows a list of Featured Products in the center (the screen area called
user2). Any product you've given a discount to is featured. So if you don't want to see featured
products then remove the discounts or unpublish the products that have discounts.

●

Do a Components->Virtue Mart and edit the store and the manufacturer to be something
reasonable.

●

I unpublished all the VirtueMart categories, except Garden Tools.

●

We should decide if we need shipping and billing addresses. We don't really ship a product, but
we do bill. I don't see how to specify billing and not shipping.

What do we really want e-commerce for? I'm assuming that we want to use it for seminars and trips. So
I made a category called IEEE seminars. I'm going to encourage others to make the other categories.
This category is a VirtueMart category, not a Joomla category. The categories can be hierarchical.
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How do you pay for a seminar? Well, first of all, we must schedule the event in our Event Manager. And
I did that. I made an event called Introduction to ECF and scheduled it for 7/8/08. Now if we charge
for an event, then in addition to an event we must make a product. The event is made with JEvents; the
product is made with VirtueMart.
Then, In the Event Description I put in a link to the VirtueMart product for the event.
Here's how the VirtueMart product is defined.
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Here's how my local site looks with this new VirtueMart category. Bring up your site and select the
VirtueMart menu item. Note that I also added two other products to the new category. I also added one
of the stock graphics to identify the IEEE Seminars category. We should, of course, have something
better.
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Now click on IEEE Seminars. Note that some product have an Add to Cart button and others don't. I
don't think this is a bug. The product that doesn't have the Add to Cart button has further details that
must be specified. You can't really add it to your cart at this point. You have to do to Product Details
and specify what lunch you want. I thought it'd be nice to have all products require you to go to Product
Details, but I don't know how to disable the Add to Cart button on the other products.
Now you can add product to your Cart as anonymous; that is, you haven't logged it yet. But you cannot
checkout, unless you are logged in. This is OK, I think.
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I added Introduction to ECF to my Cart. I also clicked on Product Details for FONK, chose a lunch and
added it to my Cart. The items appear in the Cart display on the right. You also get a link that says
Show Cart. Click on that link to see your Cart. Note that you are still anonymous.
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Click on Checkout. You get a login screen.
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Fill out the form and login. This is the same username/password pair that you registered on the site
with. VirtueMart does not use a set of logins different from those used by Joomla. Specify shipping and
billing addresses. I thought of removing this step, but I think we should have a billing address. I cannot
see a way of removing the need for a shipping address while retaining a billing address.
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Then click on Next. It's at the bottom; you have to scroll the screen as shown above to see it.
The next screen lets you specify a shipping method. I later removed this step
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I suspect those rates are specified somewhere in the VirtueMart configuration. But what if there is
nothing to ship? This remains to be figured out. Click Next.
This screen determines the payment method.
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Click Next. The final screen is a confirmation screen. It also gives the user the option of attaching a
note.
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Click on Confirm Order. I get the following screen, which says I get confirming email, but I didn't get
the email.
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Click on the link for order details. You can also get this information through Account Maintenance.
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Finally, how do we ensure that there is a link between the event and the product. Go to the event
description and put in the link.
To see how this works, click on Events in the Main Menu and choose the ECF talk.
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Click on Payment. We can use a better word than Payment but for this test, it's fine.
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You can then continue with adding the seminar to your Cart.
Here is how the Payment link looks in html.
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